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FOREWORD

This work aims to set the basis for the first course of Foundations of Fire Safety in Civil
Engineering, part of the Fire Safety in Civil Engineering discipline (which, in the current form,
contains a course of Fire Safety Engineering in Civil Engineering), course and discipline which
were initiated together with the start of Bachelor’s and Master’s programmes in the Bologna
format.

The work is built around a comprehensive set of lecture notes and supporting notes for the
Fire Safety in Civil Engineering and Equipments course, created in 2008 (L. Burlacu and D.
Diaconu-Sotropa), but also contains the knowledge and experience gained by the author Dan
Diaconu-Sotropa in the following years.

The work, with a branched structure containing 10 chapters, is mainly based on the NFPA
Fire Safety Concepts Tree from 1997. The chapters referring to equipments with which buildings
are provided, such as fire safety equipments (chapters 8 and 9), were taken from the before
mentioned lecture notes, but with a large amount of changes and updates considered to be
necessary by the author of this work.

Some pieces of information which may not be present in the current technical regulations
have a documentary purpose, and are used for a better understanding of the material.

This work is aimed mainly at university students in Civil Engineering courses, but can also
apply to Architecture, who desire to gain knowledge in the field of Fire Safety; the document is
not meant to be used by students and professionals as a design guide, and is only meant to be
used in an early stage of their studies in the field.

I hereby thank everyone who participated, directly or indirectly, to the writing of this work.
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